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T H E  U K

There are 4 routes to qualified teacher
status for teachers and trainees outside the
UK:

1.apply for QTS in England using our
professional recognition service

2.apply for assessment only QTS
3.apply for teacher training in England
4.apply to train for international qualified

teacher status (iQTS)

If you’re a qualified teacher from outside the
UK, you can work as a teacher in England for
up to 4 years without QTS.

After that, you’ll need QTS to teach in many
schools in England. 

Although it’s not a legal requirement in all
types of schools (e.g, academies, free schools
and private schools), you’ll find it easier to get
a teaching job in England if you have QTS.

Depending on where you qualified, the subject you teach and your
qualifications, you may be able to use the Department for
Education’s professional recognition service, Apply for QTS in
England.
To get QTS, you must meet strict mandatory requirements fully,
exactly as they are set out in awarding qualified teacher status to
overseas teachers.
It’s important to note that an award of QTS does not lead to a
teaching job or visa. 
You will need to apply for teaching jobs and visas separately.
There are a small number of schools in England that sponsor visas.

The facts
Routes to achieve QTS

Apply for QTS in England

Further information HERE

QTS queries, email teach.inengland@education.gov.uk. 

Eligibility to achieve QTS
Your eligibility for each route will depend on:

where you qualified
your subject specialism
whether you already have teaching experience
your personal circumstances
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